
 

 

A Message from the IRIS Program 
May XX, 2018 

 
The IRIS Program is committed to producing assessments in a timely and transparent manner. Since 

January 2017, IRIS has been working to modernize its workflow. Meetings with the EPA Science Advisory 

Board (SAB, August 2017), the EPA SAB Chemical Assessment Advisory Committee (September 2017), 

and the National Academy of Sciences (NAS, April 2018) showcased the demonstrable progress made by 

IRIS to modernize its operations. As part of this modernization, IRIS has moved away from one-size-fits-

all assessments to a portfolio of chemical evaluation products to meet specific decision contexts. This 

approach optimizes the application of best practices in systematic review and automation tools that 

significantly increase the speed, transparency and access for partners and stakeholders. 

 
To maintain transparency, the IRIS Program is providing an updated outlook of program activities. Table 

1 describes assessments that are in development and projected milestone dates. The anticipated dates 

are based on several factors including expression of continuing need from EPA’s Program and Regional 

offices, states, and tribes, complexity of the assessment products, and the availability of resources. 

Following discussions with IRIS program and regional partners, the EPA has decided to discontinue 

assessment development for hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD), acrylonitrile, n-butyl alcohol, and 

phthalates (butyl benzyl phthalate, dibutyl phthalate, diethyl phthalate, di-isobutyl phthalate, and di-

isononyl phthalate) based on changing needs and priorities. Moving forward, the IRIS Program will focus 

on the assessments in-progress listed below, chemicals from the 2015 IRIS multi-year agenda, targeted 

updates of existing IRIS assessments to meet program needs, as well as emerging issues of concern that 

have been identified as higher priorities by EPA partners (such as perfluorinated compounds).  

 

The IRIS Program is providing this information for stakeholders to be aware of upcoming products, and 

to allow the public and research community an opportunity to communicate relevant research to EPA. 

While projected dates reflect the IRIS Program’s best estimate based on available information, they are 

subject to change.  Accordingly, updates to the table below will be provided semi-annually.  



 

 

Table 1. IRIS Program Outlook – May 2018 
 

Current Status Assessment Next Anticipated Step Product/ Projected/Actual Date 

Assessment Revision 
(Post-Peer Review) 

Hexahydro-1,3,5- trinitro-1,3,5- triazine 
(RDX) 1 

Step 7: Final FY18 – Q4 

Peer Review Ethyl tertiary butyl ether (ETBE) 1,2 Step 7: Final TBD 

tert-Butanol1,2 Step 7: Final TBD 

Draft Development Arsenic, Inorganic3 Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY18 – Q4 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q2 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q3 

Chloroform Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan September 18, 2017 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol January 31, 2018 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY19 – Q3 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY19 – Q4 

Formaldehyde Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY19 – Q4 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q1 

Hexavalent Chromium3 Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY18 – Q4 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q1 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q3 

PCBs3 Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY19 – Q1 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY21 – Q1 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY21 – Q2 

PAH Mixtures Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY18 – Q4 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY19 – Q1 

Scoping and Problem 
Formulation 

Ammonia (Oral) Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan April 16, 2018 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol  FY18 – Q4 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q2 



 

 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q3 

Ethylbenzene Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan September 18, 2017 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY18 – Q3 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q1 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q3 

Naphthalene Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan FY18 – Q3 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY19 – Q1 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q4 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY21 – Q2 

Nitrate/Nitrite 
 

Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan September 18, 2017 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY19 – Q1 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q2 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q4 

Uranium Step 1: IRIS Assessment Plan January 31, 2018 

Step 1: Systematic Review Protocol FY18 – Q4 

Step 4: Public Comment Draft FY20 – Q1 

Step 4: External Peer Review FY20 – Q3 

  
1Assessments in peer-review or post-review incorporate elements of systematic review consistent with the practices of the IRIS Program at the 

time of assessment development. These mature assessments may not reflect all the current IRIS Program systematic review features. These 

assessments are being revised based on peer-review comments provided by the Science Advisory Board-Chemical Assessment Advisory 

Committee (SAB-CAAC). 
 

2 The IRIS assessments of ethyl tert-butyl ether and tert-butanol are currently undergoing external peer review by EPA’s Science Advisory Board-

Chemical Assessment Advisory Committee (SAB-CAAC). Upon receipt of the final external peer review report, the IRIS Program will update Table 

1 with the projected date for the next public milestone.  
 

3In line with recent advancements in IRIS systematic review practices, a number of assessments already in draft development will publish a 

systematic review protocol for public comment to promote consistency with assessments started more recently. The publication of assessment 

protocols conforms to well-established systematic review practices and implementation of National Academies’ systematic review 

recommendations within the IRIS Program.  



 

 

 



Time
Period

Step 1a: Public 
Release IRIS 
Assessment 
Plan (IAP) or 
pre-2017  
Scoping and 
Problem 
Formulation 
Documents

Step 1b: 
Public Science 
Meeting (IAP)

Draft 
Protocol/Litera
ture Survey 
Developed 
(Management/
Executive 
Review)

Step 1c: Public 
Release 
Protocol/Litera
ture Survey 
(Formerly, 
Preliminary 
Assessment 
Materials)

Step 1d: 
Public Science 
Meeting 
(protocol, when 
applicable)

Draft 
Assessment 
Developed 
(Management
/Executive 
Review)

Step 2: 
Begin 
Agency
Review

Step 3: 
Begin 
Interagency 
Review

Step 4a: 
Release 
Public 
Comment 
Draft 
Assessment

Step 4b: 
Conduct 
Public Science 
Meeting

Step 4c: 
Release 
External 
Review 
Draft

Conduct 
Peer Review 
Meeting

Final Peer 
Review 
Report 
Delivered

Step 6b: Begin 
Final 
Interagency 
Review

Step 7: 
Final 
Posting

Comments

Comp. Date
1/31/2018 3/22/2018

FY19 Q3

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q2 FY18 Q2

*Projected*

Durations
50

Comp. Date
4/16/2018 5/23/2018

FY19 Q3

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3

*Projected*

Durations
37

Comp. Date
9/18/2017 9/27/2017 TBD

FY Qtr.

FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4 TBD

Durations
9

Comp. Date
9/18/2017 9/27/2017 12/15/2017 1/31/2018 NA FY18 Q4

FY Qtr
FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4 FY18 Q1 FY18 Q2 NA *Projected*

Durations
9 79 47

Comp. Date
9/18/2017 9/27/2017

FY19 Q1 FY19 Q4

FY Qtr.
FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4

*Projected* *Projected*

Durations
9

Comp. Date
7/5/2018 8/23/2018

FY19 Q2

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q4 FY18 Q4

*Projected*

Durations
49

Comp. Date NA NA TBD

FY Qtr. TBD

Durations
TBD

Comp. Date NA NA

5/25/2018

FY19 Q1

TBD

FY Qtr.

FY18 Q3

*Projected*

TBD

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA

6/15/2018

FY18 Q4 FY19 Q2

Note: CrVI will release chemical-specific systematic review 
protocol consistent with current IRIS SR procedures.

FY Qtr.

FY19 Q3

*Projected* *Projected*

Durations

Comp. Date
NA NA NA NA NA 6/23/2017 

IRIS Activity Tracker
July 2018

Uranium
* case study for teaching SR 

methods

Naphthalene

Ethylbenzene

Ammonia (Oral)
* case study for teaching SR 

methods

Chloroform
* case study for teaching SR 

methods

Nitrate/Nitrite

PCBs

Inorganic Arsenic

Hexavalent Chromium

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

Note: the estimated date for protocol release is being 
adjusted due to (1) staff resources being directed to high 
priority evaluations of 6 PFAS chemicals, which were not 
identified as an Agency need when the nitrate/nitrite IAP 
was released in September 2017, and (2) recent 
assessments published by other authoritative resources are 
anticipated to allow the scope of the nitrate/nitrite 
assessment to be significantly narrowed in scope compared 
to the IAP releases in Sept 2017. The protocol will outline 
the narrowed scope.

Note: iAs will release chemical-specific systematic review 
protocol consistent with current IRIS SR procedures. 
Protocol anticipated to be reviewed by the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS). Based on recommendations 
provided by the NAS on the revised assessment scope, EPA 
will revise current draft iAs assessment date following the 
public meeting.

Note: Estimated date for protocol release is being adjusted 
due to staff resources being directed to high priority 
evaluations of 6 PFAS chemicals

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/31/2018-01915/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plan-for-uranium
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/04/16/2018-07746/availability-of-the-iris-assessment-plan-for-ammonia-and-ammonium-salts-noncancer-assessment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/31/2018-01914/availability-of-the-systematic-review-protocol-for-the-chloroform-integrated-risk-information-system
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/07/05/2018-14446/availability-of-the-iris-assessment-plan-for-naphthalene


FY Qtr.
FY17 Q3

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA NA
3/6/2014 4/23/2014 2/7/2017 1/29/2018 Note: Delivered to OPPT to support HBCD Risk Evaluation

FY Qtr. FY14 Q2 FY14 Q3 FY17 Q2 FY18 Q2

Duration 48 1021 1425

Comp. Date NA NA NA
8/12/2013 12/12/2013 NA 7/18/2014 9/30/2014 9/1/2016 10/26/2016 6/16/2017 8/15/2017

FY Qtr.
FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY16 Q4 F717 Q1 FY17 Q3 FY17 Q4

Duration
122 340 74 702 55 288

Comp. Date
NA NA NA 8/12/2013 12/12/2013 NA 7/18/2014 9/30/2014 5/16/2016 6/29/2016 6/16/2017 8/15/2017

FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY 16 Q3 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q3 FY17 Q4

122 340 74 594 44 396

Comp. Date
NA NA NA 8/23/2013 12/12/2013 NA 8/1/2014 9/30/2014 3/10/2016 5/10/2016 9/23/2016 12/12/2016 9/27/2017 5/30/2018

FY Qtr.
FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY 16 Q2 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q4 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q4 FY18 Q3

Duration
111 343 60 527 61 197 245

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/21/2013 12/12/2013 9/25/2014 4/15/2015 4/5/2016 11/23/2016 1/19/2017

FY Qtr. FY 13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 15 Q3 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q2

Duration 113 400 232 57

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 7/23/2013 12/13/2013 8/15/2014 11/18/2014 8/7/2015 10/7/2016 12/16/2016

FY Qtr. FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY15 Q1 FY15 Q4 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q1

Duration 143 388 427 70

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/12/2013 7/14/2014 8/6/2015 6/1/2016 9/20/2016

FY Qtr. FY13 Q4 FY14 Q4 FY15 Q4 FY16 Q3 FY16 Q4

Duration 300 111

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/19/2013 6/17/2014 9/29/2015 6/15/2016 9/9/2016

FY Qtr. FY13 Q4 FY14 Q3 FY15 Q4 FY16 Q3 FY16 Q4

Duration 260 86

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/5/2014 12/8/2014

FY Qtr. FY14 Q4 FY15 Q1

Duration 125

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA 5/15/2018 5/15/2018 NA NA 6/29/2018 NA

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3

Durations 45

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA

FY Qtr.

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1/24/2018

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q2

Durations
212

Comp. Date
NA NA NA NA NA 1/23/2018 NA NA

FY Qtr.
FY18 Q2

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q1 NA NA

FY Qtr. *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q1 NA NA

FY Qtr. *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q1 NA NA

FY Qtr. *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q2 NA NA

FY Qtr. *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

Comp. Date NA NA FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q2 NA NA

FY Qtr. *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

SAB Review Ongoing

SAB Review Ongoing

110

369

357

771

724

558

PAH Mixtures

Acrolein
(targeted update to meet Agency 

need)

Chloroprene
(targeted update to respond to a 

request for correction)

Trimethylbenzenes

PFBS
(addresses high priority Agency 

need)

Libby amphibole asbestos

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

PFDA

PFNA

PFBA
NCEA

Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

NCEA
Portfolio 
Product

PFHxA

PFHxS

FY Qtr.

Hexabromocyclododecane

Formaldehyde

Benzo[a]Pyrene

RDX

Ethylene Oxide

Ammonia (Inhalation)

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

ETBE

TBA

Note: High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support 
since 1/23/2018

Note: High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support 
since 1/23/2018

Note: Administrator Priority (9-12 month production cycle, 
stream-lined development process) - Receiving IRIS FTE 
Support  since 1/23/2018

Note: Emerging issue: needs to be finalized within 12 
months to address Agency need, stream-lined development 
process) initiated 5/4/2018

Note: Request for Correction (RFC 17002) - Process defined 
by EPA's Information Quality Guidelines - Received 
6/26/2017

Note: Classified as NCEA product. PAH Relative Potency 
Factor document is not a reassessment of individual PAH 
carcinogenicity, but rather provides a methodology for 
estimating cancer risk from exposure to PAH mixtures as a 

Note: High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support 
since 1/23/2018

Note: High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support 
since 1/23/2018

Note: High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support 
since 1/23/2018

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentBOARD/1dba6affa1001a6985257e380072c5bb!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentBOARD/1dba6affa1001a6985257e380072c5bb!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/SABPRODUCT.NSF/0/50370badc61c408685257e380077d825!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/SABPRODUCT.NSF/0/386D95984D23ABA7852581AA004E6D66/$File/EPA-SAB-17-011.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/iris_recent_additions_-_2013.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/4dcfd0e5f45a8cad85257b65005b17c8!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/26101E8AEBFE646985257F8C006FEE81/$File/EPA-SAB-16-003+Unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/iris_recent_additions_-_2013.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/82e68a48ee8ed66685257ba600556607!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/BD2B2DB4F84146A585257E9A0070E655/$File/EPA-SAB-15-012+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/2fe334e0bec7a3cf85257b65005c500b!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/D6365C1FEBD6A3B985257E99004DBAC2/$File/EPA-SAB-15-011+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/ee1e280e77586de985257b65005d37e7!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/D929A3B7F0E6FB7585257ECF00640AEF/$File/EPA-SAB-15-013+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions


Product/  Period

 Agency Review of IRIS 
Assessment Plan (IAP) 
*only applicable after 

2017

Draft IAP 
(Management/Executive 

Review)
*only applicable after 2017

Step 1a: Public Release IAP or pre-
2017  Scoping and Problem 
Formulation Documents

Step 1b: 
Public Science 
Meeting (IAP)

Draft Protocol/Literature Survey 
Developed 
(Management/Executive 
Review)

Step 1c: Public Release 
Protocol/Literature Survey 
(Formerly, Preliminary 
Assessment Materials)

Step 1d: 
Public Science 
Meeting 
(protocol, when 
applicable)

Draft Assessment 
Developed 
(Management/Executive 
Review)

Step 2: 
Begin 
Agency
Review

Step 3: 
Begin 
Interagency 
Review

Step 4a: 
Release 
Public Comment 
Draft Assessment

Step 4b: 
Conduct 
Public 
Science 
Meeting

Step 4c: 
Release 
External 
Review 
Draft

Conduct 
Peer Review Meeting

Final Peer 
Review 
Report 
Delivered

Step 6b: Begin Final 
Interagency Review

Step 7: 
Final 
Posting

Comments

Comp  Date
9/29/2017 8/31/2018 FY18 Q4

FY Qtr
FY17 Q4 FY18 Q4

*Projected Pending Positive Memo 
Results*

Durations
336

Comp  Date
8/10/2018 FY19 Q1 FY19 Q3

FY Qtr
FY18 Q4 *Projected*

*Projected Pending Positive Memo 
Results*

Durations

Comp  Date
8/8/2017 1/10/2018 1/31/2018 3/22/2018 9/24/2018 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q3

FY Qtr
FY17 Q4 FY18 Q1 FY18 Q2 FY18 Q2 FY18 Q4 *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
*Projected*

Durations
155 21 50 projected

Comp  Date
1/9/2018 4/3/2018 4/16/2018 5/23/2018 8/22/2018 FY19 Q1 NA FY19 Q3

FY Qtr.
FY17 Q4 FY18 Q2 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q4 *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
*Projected*

Durations
84 13 37 91

Comp  Date

7/25/2017 9/1/2017 9/18/2017 9/27/2017 TBD

FY Qtr

FY17 Q4 FY18 Q2 FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4
Re-priorized to accommodate PFAS; 

future status on hold pending 
positive memo results

Durations
38 17 9

Comp  Date
7/25/2017 9/1/2017 9/18/2017 9/27/2017 12/15/2017 1/31/2018 NA FY19 Q1

FY Qtr
FY17 Q4 FY18 Q2 FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4 FY18 Q1 FY18 Q2 *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*

Durations
38 17 9 79 47

Comp  Date
7/25/2017 9/1/2017 9/18/2017 9/27/2017 8/16/2018 FY18 Q4 FY19 Q4

FY Qtr
FY17 Q4 FY18 Q2 FY17 Q4 FY17 Q4 FY18 Q4 *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
*Projected*

Durations
38 17 9 323

Comp  Date
3/7/2018 5/1/2018 7/5/2018 8/23/2018 FY19 Q2

FY Qtr

FY18 Q2 FY18 Q2 FY18 Q4 *Postponed Pending 
Positive Memo Results*

*Projected*

Durations
55 65 49

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY19 Q3 TBD

FY Qtr
*Projected Pending Positive Memo 

Results*
TBD

Durations
TBD

Comp  Date

NA NA NA NA 5/21/2018 FY19 Q1 1/22/2019 TBD

FY Qtr

FY18 Q3
*Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
TBD

Durations

Comp  Date

NA NA NA NA 6/15/2018 FY18 Q4 FY19 Q2

FY Qtr

FY19 Q3
*Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
*Projected*

Durations

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 6/23/2017 

FY Qtr
FY17 Q3 FY19 Q1

Durations
*Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA 3/6/2014 4/23/2014 2/7/2017 1/29/2018

FY Qtr.
FY14 Q2 FY14 Q3 FY17 Q2 FY18 Q2

Duration
48 1021 1425

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA 8/12/2013 12/12/2013 NA 7/18/2014 9/30/2014 9/1/2016 10/26/2016 6/16/2017 8/15/2017 FY19 Q1

FY Qtr
FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY16 Q4 F717 Q1 FY17 Q3 FY17 Q4 *Projected*

Duration
122 340 74 702 55 288

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA 8/12/2013 12/12/2013 NA 7/18/2014 9/30/2014 5/16/2016 6/29/2016 6/16/2017 8/15/2017 FY19 Q1

FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY 16 Q3 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q3 FY17 Q4 *Projected*

122 340 74 594 44 396

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA 8/23/2013 12/12/2013 NA 8/1/2014 9/30/2014 3/10/2016 5/10/2016 9/23/2016 12/12/2016 9/27/2017 5/30/2018 8/30/2018

FY Qtr
FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 14 Q4 FY 16 Q2 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q4 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q4 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q4

Duration
111 343 60 527 61 197 245 92

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/21/2013 12/12/2013 9/25/2014 4/15/2015 4/5/2016 11/23/2016 1/19/2017

FY Qtr FY 13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY 15 Q3 FY16 Q3 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q2

Duration 113 400 232 57

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 7/23/2013 12/13/2013 8/15/2014 11/18/2014 8/7/2015 10/7/2016 12/16/2016

FY Qtr FY13 Q4 FY14 Q1 FY14 Q4 FY15 Q1 FY15 Q4 FY17 Q1 FY17 Q1

Duration 143 388 427 70

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/12/2013 7/14/2014 8/6/2015 6/1/2016 9/20/2016

FY Qtr FY13 Q4 FY14 Q4 FY15 Q4 FY16 Q3 FY16 Q4

Duration 300 111

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/19/2013 6/17/2014 9/29/2015 6/15/2016 9/9/2016

FY Qtr FY13 Q4 FY14 Q3 FY15 Q4 FY16 Q3 FY16 Q4

Duration 260 86

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/5/2014 12/8/2014

FY Qtr FY14 Q4 FY15 Q1

Duration 125

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1/23/18 – 4/27/18 5/15/2018 5/15/2018 NA 6/29/2018 NA 7/31/2018 FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1

FY Qtr

FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q3 FY18 Q4

*Draft will be released for 
public comment on this 

date; ignore column 
description for this step* 

*Projected*

Durations 90 45 32

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 5/4/18 – 9/6/18 FY19 Q1

FY Qtr
*Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*

Durations 125

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/13/17 – 12/1/17 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1/24/2018

FY Qtr
FY18 Q2

Durations
110 54

Comp  Date
NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/15/2018 NA (see comments) NA (see commen NA (see comments) NA A (see commen FY19 Q1

(letter peer-review)

FY Qtr
FY18 Q4 *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*

Durations

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1 NA 1/23/2018 - NA NA

FY Qtr *Projected* *Projected Pending Positive 
Memo Results*

FY19 Q1

Durations *Projected*

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1 NA 1/23/2018 - NA NA

FY Qtr
*Projected* *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
FY19 Q1

Durations *Projected*

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1 NA 1/23/2018 - NA NA

FY Qtr *Projected* *Projected Pending Positive 
Memo Results*

FY19 Q1

Durations *Projected*

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1 NA 1/23/2018 - NA NA

FY Qtr
*Projected* *Projected Pending Positive 

Memo Results*
FY19 Q1

Durations *Projected*

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA FY18 Q4 FY19 Q1 NA 1/23/2018 - NA NA

FY Qtr *Projected* *Projected Pending Positive 
Memo Results*

FY19 Q1

Durations *Projected*

Comp  Date NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 8/3/2018 FY19 Q1 FY19 Q1 FY19 Q3

FY Qtr

FY18 Q4 *Projected* *Projected* *Projected*

Durations

High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support since 1/23/2018; 

High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support since 1/23/2018

High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support since 1/23/2018

High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support since 1/23/2018

High Agency Interest - Receiving IRIS FTE Support since 1/23/2018

Administrator Priority (9-12 month production cycle, stream-lined development process) - Receiving IRIS FTE Support  since 1/23/2018

Due to the nature of the PFBS assessment, the document was released for external peer review in June and has been revised. The assessment will then be released 
publicly in September 2018 for public comment. The anticipated completion date for this assessment is FY19 Q1. 

Emerging issue: needs to be finalized within 12 months to be relevant for an RTR deadline, stream-lined development process) initiated 5/4/2018

Request for Correction (RFC 17002) - Process defined by EPA's Information Quality Guidelines - Received 6/26/2017

Re-Classified as NCEA product. PAH Relative Potency Factor document is not a reassessment of individual PAH carcinogenicity, but rather provides a methodology for 
estimating cancer risk from exposure to PAH mixtures as a broad chemical category. The PAH assessment underwent SAB review in 2011 and the current draft addresses 
peer-review comments. 

SAB Review Ongoing

CrVI will release chemical-specific systematic review protocol consistent with current IRIS SR procedures. Submitted for final ORD Clearance on 8/3/2018. 

Submitted HBCD protocol for courtesy Agency Review on 12/4/2017. Note: Delivered to OPPT to support HBCD Risk Evaluation

SAB Quality Review is occuring on 9/26. If the full SAB approves the draft peer review report, EPA will receive the final peer review report in FY19 Q1.

SAB Quality Review is occuring on 9/26. If the full SAB approves the draft peer review report, EPA will receive the final peer review report in FY19 Q1.

TBA

The MeHg assessment is very targeted in scope (epidemiology studies of neurological function). The long delay between agency review and management 
review/planned public release was intentional to time the public release of the IAP to match the availability of IRIS epidemiologists  to work on the assessment. 

There are a number of very complex scientific issues that need to be addressed in the manganese IAP in order to best support the proposed focus. Thus, the development 
of this IAP is expected to take longer than others. 

Being used as a "learn by doing" assessment to teach systematic review

Being used as a "learn by doing" assessment to teach systematic review

The estimated date for protocol release is being adjusted due to (1) staff resources being directed to high priority evaluations of 6 PFAS chemicals, which were not 
identified as an Agency need when the nitrate/nitrite IAP was released in September 2017, and (2) recent assessments published by other authoritative resources are 
anticipated to allow the scope of the nitrate/nitrite assessment to be significantly narrowed in scope compared to the IAP releases in Sept 2017. The protocol will outline 
the narrowed scope.

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

Estimated date for protocol release is being adjusted due to staff resources being directed to high priority evaluations of 6 PFAS chemicals

Being used as a "learn by doing" assessment to teach systematic review

Updating prior problem formulation materials to be consistent with current systematic review documentation

Updating prior problem formulation materials to be consistent with current systematic review documentation

iAs will release chemical-specific systematic review protocol consistent with current IRIS SR procedures. Protocol anticipated to be reviewed by the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS). Based on recommendations provided by the NAS on the revised assessment scope, EPA will revise current draft iAs assessment date following the public 
meeting.

FY Qtr.

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Post-2017

IRIS
Post-2017

SAB Review Ongoing

IRIS Activity Tracker
July 2018

Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD)

Uranium

Naphthalene

Ethylbenzene

Ammonia (Oral)

Chloroform

Nitrate/Nitrite

PCBs

Formaldehyde

Inorganic Arsenic

Hexavalent Chromium

110

369

357

771

724

558

Methylmercury (MeHg)
IRIS

Post-2017

Managanese
IRIS

Post-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

Benzo[a]Pyrene

RDX

Ethylene Oxide

Ammonia (Inhalation)

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

IRIS
Pre-2017

ETBE

Handbook Other

PAH Mixtures

Acrolein
(targeted update to meet Agency 

need)

Chloroprene
(targeted update to respond to a 

request for correction)

Trimethylbenzenes

PFBS
(addresses high priority Agency 

need)

Libby amphibole asbestos

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

PFDA

PFNA

PFBA
NCEA

Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

NCEA
Portfolio Product

PFHxA

PFHxS

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/31/2018-01915/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plan-for-uranium
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/04/16/2018-07746/availability-of-the-iris-assessment-plan-for-ammonia-and-ammonium-salts-noncancer-assessment-for
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/31/2018-01914/availability-of-the-systematic-review-protocol-for-the-chloroform-integrated-risk-information-system
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/09/18/2017-19707/availability-of-the-integrated-risk-information-system-iris-assessment-plans-for-nitratenitrite
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/07/05/2018-14446/availability-of-the-iris-assessment-plan-for-naphthalene
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentBOARD/1dba6affa1001a6985257e380072c5bb!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentBOARD/1dba6affa1001a6985257e380072c5bb!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/SABPRODUCT.NSF/0/50370badc61c408685257e380077d825!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/SABPRODUCT.NSF/0/386D95984D23ABA7852581AA004E6D66/$File/EPA-SAB-17-011.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/iris_recent_additions_-_2013.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/4dcfd0e5f45a8cad85257b65005b17c8!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/26101E8AEBFE646985257F8C006FEE81/$File/EPA-SAB-16-003+Unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-05/documents/iris_recent_additions_-_2013.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/82e68a48ee8ed66685257ba600556607!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/BD2B2DB4F84146A585257E9A0070E655/$File/EPA-SAB-15-012+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/2fe334e0bec7a3cf85257b65005c500b!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/D6365C1FEBD6A3B985257E99004DBAC2/$File/EPA-SAB-15-011+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/ee1e280e77586de985257b65005d37e7!OpenDocument&TableRow=2.2
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/02ad90b136fc21ef85256eba00436459/D929A3B7F0E6FB7585257ECF00640AEF/$File/EPA-SAB-15-013+unsigned.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
https://www.epa.gov/iris/iris-recent-additions
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IAP release

Manganese IAP 
Agency Review

ETBE SAB 
Quality Review

RDX Final 
Release

TBA SAB Quality 
Review

PAH ERC review

Handbook 
Agency Review
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Upcoming:  
Naphthalene PSM reschedule 
Methylmercury IAP release  
Ethylbenzene Protocol release  
Ammonia Protocol release 
Uranium Protocol release  
Chromium Protocol release  
PAH Mixtures Public Comment Draft relea
Inorganic Arsenic Protocol release  
PFAS Protocols release  
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

AUG ) D 2018 
OFFICE OF 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: 

FROM: 

TO: 

CC: 

Soliciting Requests for IRIS Assessments 

Jennifer Orme-Zavaleta, Ph.D. ~~-d~ ~ 
Principal Deputy Assistant Administra or o cience 
Office of Research and Development 

Assistant Administrators and Deputies 

Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler 
Regional Administrators and Deputies 
IRIS Points of Contact 

On behalf of the Acting Administrator, the Office of Research and Development (ORD) is 
soliciting program input on priorities for future Integrated Risk Information System (IRIS) 
assessments as well as the chemicals currently prioritized for the IRIS FY 2018- 2019 Portfolio. 
This request is part of our continuing effort to ensure IRIS assessment activities are focused on 
the most important Agency needs. 

To request an IRIS assessment or to confirm your continued interest in the assessments that are 
underway within IRIS, please coordinate with ORD to complete an IRIS Assessment Request 
Form (Attachment 1 ). 

Central to effective implementation oflRIS is information that allows for a clear and common 
understanding by ORD and your program, not just of priorities, but of the decision or regulatory 
context for each IRIS assessment. Additionally, this information helps to determine the type of 
assessment required to meet your program needs. To ensure proper scope and timeliness, the 
form requires information on the decision context, level of priority your assessment needs, and a 
requested completion date. 

To inform your requests, I am providing a list of assessments currently in the IRIS FY 2018-
2019 Portfolio and the expected timeline for completion of an agency draft (Attachment 2). ORD 
will solicit programmatic input for new assessment needs on an annual basis, but requests for 
new IRIS priorities can be made at any time. 

Please complete these forms by August 31, 2018, and return to me for concurrence. I will 
synthesize all the responses and report to the Acting Administrator. If you have any questions 
regarding this request, please feel free to contact me. Thank you. 

Internet Address (URL) • hllp://www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed w1lh Vegetable 011 Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer. Process Chlorine Free Recycled Paper 

CarriganA
Highlight

CarriganA
Highlight

CarriganA
Highlight

CarriganA
Highlight

CarriganA
Highlight



Attachment 2 

IRIS FY 2018–2019 Portfolio 

Chemical 

Anticipated 
Completion of 
Agency Draft 

Previously indicated 
AA/RA-ship Interest 

Ammonia (Oral) FY19 Q3 OW 

Arsenic, Inorganic FY19 Q3 OW, OAR, OLEM, OCSPP, OCHP, Regions 2,5 

Chloroform FY19 Q1 Region 4, OLEM, OAR 

Ethylbenzene FY19 Q4 OW, OLEM, OAR, Regions 1,2,4,5 

Formaldehyde FY18 Q4 OCSPP, OAR OW, OCHP, Regions 2,5 

Hexavalent Chromium FY19 Q3 OCSPP, OLEM, OW, Regions 1,2,4,5 

Naphthalene FY19 Q4 OLEM 

Nitrate/Nitrite FY19 Q4 OW, Regions 2,5 

PCBs FY20 Q2 OW, OLEM, OCHP, Regions 1,2,5,9,10 

Uranium FY19 Q3 OW, OLEM, Regions 10 

Manganese FY20 Q2 OAR, OLEM, OW, OCHP, Regions 1,2,5 

Mercury Salts FY20 Q3 OAR, OLEM, Regions 1,2,3,5 

Methylmercury FY20 Q1 OAR, OLEM, Regions 1,2,5 

Other Relevant NCEA Assessments 

NCEA has moved away from one-size-fits-all assessments to a portfolio of chemical evaluation products 

to meet specific decision contexts.  Other relevant assessments not in the “classical” IRIS portfolio are 

listed below. 

PFBA FY19 Q2 Coordination led by OW & EPA cross-agency PFAS workgroup 

PFHxA FY19 Q2 Coordination led by OW & EPA cross-agency PFAS workgroup 

PFHxS FY19 Q2 Coordination led by OW & EPA cross-agency PFAS workgroup 

PFDA FY19 Q3 Coordination led by OW & EPA cross-agency PFAS workgroup 

PFNA FY19 Q3 Coordination led by OW & EPA cross-agency PFAS workgroup 

Acrolein FY18 Q4 OAR 

PAH Mixtures FY19 Q2 OAR, OLEM, Regions 1,2,5 
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Attachment 1 
IRIS Form 
 
 

  
 

IRIS Assessment Request Form 

Requesting Office:  

Request Date:                                                                                                 Requested Completion Date:  

Chemical Nominated for Assessment:                                                      Priority of Assessment:  

 

General Background of Chemical:  

 

Scope of Assessment Request:  

 

Need (Please include decision context. Ex: regulatory driver; or to identify cleanup levels) 

 

 

[Signature] 

 

 

 



Draft/Deliberative. Please do not share, cite, or quote. 

[Program Office Assistant Administrator or 
Deputy Administrator] 
 

 

 

[Signature] 

ORD Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
for Science 
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